WRITING INTERESTING CHARACTERS

* Interesting characters - attitude/personality, reader can connect with
them in some way even if they aren't completely likeable.

* Inthe best and most interesting stories, the main character (and often a
secondary character or two) grows or changes in some way. S/he might
realize something, try something new, or form a new relationship-
whatever it is, we must feel that the character is somehow changed by
having gone through the events of the story.

* Who are some of your favorite literary characters and why?
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IDENTIFYING YOUR CHARACTER

* Think of someone in your life that you know really well
(family member, friend, relative, teacher etc)

* Write his/her name down

IDENTIFYING YOUR CHARACTER (CON'T)

List 3-5 of their personality traits - use this lists below to help you!
ambitious dependable intelligent risk-taking
bossy unintelligent kind sensitive
brave enthusiastic logical shy

cautious extroverted mean - cruel smart

cocky fearful optimistic sociable
compassionate  generous nurturing stubborn
competitive humorous pessimistic talkative
confident inquisitive precise understanding
controlling insensitive quiet wise (diff than smart)
creative responsible wild

6/10/15



NOW LET'S DO SOMETHING
WITH YOUR PERSON

« Select one of the personality traits from those you wrote down

* Select one of the scenarios below. Put your character in that scene in a way that
you are showing that character trait (don’t tell us the person is shy or confident,
etc). We should be able to tell the personality trait by the way the character behaves
in the scene.

S'(]:ENE 1: Character comes out of school bathroom with toilet paper stuck to his/her
shoe.

SCENE 2: Character flunks a test.

SCENE 3: Character gets shoved while playing a sport.
SCENE 4: Character finds a coin that makes him/her invisible for five minutes.
SCENE 5: Character doesn’t get the part s/he wants in the play.

TIPS ON CREATING CHARACTERS

«  Consider writing in first person to explore your character, even if the final manuscript ends up in
third person. This is a great technique for getting to know your character better. You can even
interview your character, writing questions, then answering them from your character's point of
view.

«  Develop your character in a way that feels the most organic and natural to you. Some writers do
character sketches or biographies, listing where the character was born, favorite colors, etc.
Other writers learn about their characters as they write, then go back and revise their books
based on what they now know about the character.

«  Listen to your character. Sometimes you may plan out your story and find that once you start
writing, your character is not behaving the way you want him or her to behave. Give your
characters space to become who they are-they may surprise you and your readers, and that's
always a good thing.

*  Interview your characters. This may sound crazy, but it works! Ask your character questions: Why
are you doing that? Why did you say that to...? What do you want to do next?
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KEEP IN TOUCH! WRITING TIPS, INSPIRATION
AND MORE!

MY WEBSITE : www.denisevega.com
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/denise.vega.books

TWITTER: @DeniseVegaBooks
YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/user/DeniseVegaReaderRap
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